It’s Not for a Profit

At Centaur Rising, we unite our activities around the integration of three missions:  the welfare of the horse, the development of the human and classical horsemanship.  Let’s discuss horse welfare.

There is a reason why horse welfare is our first mission.  The horse has no advocate other than humans.  So often in our 26 years at the same location, we have seen horses regarded by others as disposable.  This most often happens when an outside trainer is involved.  “Get rid of that horse.  Get another one.”

You see, many trainers earn a large portion of their income through buying and selling horses.  Disposing of horses is a major part of their livelihood.  They want whatever horse is in their training barn to make them look good and fast.  Any horse that is a problem is not worth it to them economically.

This mindset is just the opposite of the basis upon which Centaur Rising was formed.  We are 100% behind the development of the horse-human relationship.

Just as we have never discouraged riders who “have no talent”, we don’t discard difficult horses either.  Some horses, like some people, do have mental problems.  But, we believe there is merit for both the horse and the human to learn to work through most problems.  Whatever you do, don’t say, “We can always breed her” though, (she is so pretty) and create more horses with mental problems!

As we’ve mentioned in earlier articles, horses do become extraordinary teachers of human beings.  They teach patience, commitment, consistency and vigilance.

Unlike most other horse trainers, we focus upon teaching the owner how to train his own horse.  It’s like “teaching a man to fish” rather than bringing him food every day.  Granted other horse trainers make their incomes from training horses.  They don’t want you to learn what they know, or they’ll be out of a job!

We feel that by teaching the rider to train his horse, we benefit infinitely more horses than by us training a horse for that rider.  We also impart much more to the student than just “learning to ride”.

Centaur Rising was founded to promote what is in the best interests of all horses.  This is not a for-profit motive.  It is not a horse business.  We endeavor to help all horses – and all people we come in contact with as well.

We say we build character through the horse/human connection.
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