“They Eat Horses, Don't They”?

How can one pass the pleading eyes of a horse destined for slaughter?  Countless founders of horse rescue organizations have depleted their personal assets, their relationships with friends/relatives and their entire lives in attempting to save these horses.

What caused these horses to be “at the end of their ropes”?  Their owners had never made sufficient commitment to them.  Or their owners were over-committed themselves.

At the heart of the matter lies a philosophical conflict.  Are horses companion animals or are they livestock?  If a horse is regarded as livestock, he can be bought and sold for dispassionate commercial reasons.  If a horse is supposed to be a companion animal, what does one do with a horse that is not (or is no longer) companionable?

Horse rescue organizations may temporarily save a horse’s life.  But then what?  It costs a lot to keep a horse.  Why would one keep a horse if he’s not a joy to be around?

A century ago most people had some experience with horses.  Modern people have little first-hand experience in keeping livestock of any kind.  They get in “over their heads” with caring for a horse.  They have few skills in developing a horse to be useful for any purpose.

There is a bill before Congress that would outlaw the sale or transport of horses destined for human consumption.  Many highly respected horse organizations oppose this bill.  They say more horses will suffer and starve if they cannot be humanely destroyed.  There are also economic considerations.  If an owner sells a horse for slaughter, he receives money.  If he, on the other hand, must euthanize the unwanted creature, it costs him money.

A driving force within the horse industry is persuading mare owners to breed their mares.  If there is no outlet for rejects, will not outlawing horse slaughter adversely affect the economics of horse breeding?  And what about horses discarded because they fail to meet expectations as competition horses?

We need better-educated potential back yard breeders who look into a foal’s eyes and realistically assess, “Do I have the resources to enable this horse to become someone’s satisfying human companion?”  If not, “What realistically will happen to him if I can’t care for him myself?”  The answer has always been “get rid of him”.  If there is no dead-end place for rejects to go, perhaps people will regard the possibility of making breeding and training mistakes differently.

The same is true for potential horse owners.  They need the skills and knowledge to assess whether the horse they select will reasonably meet their expectations.  The buyer cannot rely upon what the seller says.  The seller, after all, wants to find a new place for his horse – because the horse didn’t meet his expectations.
The answer lies in teaching people to have a higher regard for life and for the many dimensions of a horse’s welfare.  The beauty is that these lessons enrich a human’s life as well!
Kristann Cooper, with an MS in counseling psychology, is Executive Director of Centaur Rising.  Suzanne Stevenson is the President of its Board of Directors.  The 501©(3) nonprofit organization works to restore Man’s connection with Nature.  The welfare of all horses is our primary mission, as is the promise of personal growth for humans.  This is accomplished through the teaching of classical horsemanship.  Please visit our website at www.CentaurRising.org.  Reach us at info@CentaurRising.org or 303-838-5086.  Your financial support is very much needed for our work to continue.  Thank you!

